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THE LIP PATRIOTS 


How the American Defense Society Is Sailing Under False Colors 
By George Sylvester Viereck 


‘PROFESSIONAL. patriotism is a hateful business. It has be- 
come a truism—the type of man whose last refuge is patriotism. 
But just now patriotism appears to be profitable. 

Тив Farsertax, during the last year, has successfully exposed 
a good many sham patriots. There was Colonel Thompson, for in- 
stance, with his scandalous Navy League. The Colonel was loud in 
his asseverations of patriotism, But on analysis, they proved faulty. 

Tux Farnertano showed that Colonel Thompson personally was 
а sorry patriot; that he had been found guilty and fined in the 
Federal Courts for violation of the Sherman Law; that he was 
chairman of a company known in Wall Strect to be making huge 
profits from munitions manufacturers; finally, that his precious 
child, the Navy League, was backed by Morgan and his ‘Wall Street 
munitions group. 

Since then the Colonel has subsided. Very little has since been 
heard of the Nayy League. It has been discredited from one end of 
the country to the other. 

Similar was the fate of the National Security League, founded 
by the same interests and managed on the same fines 00, 

There was in existence at the time a third patriotic organization, 
the American Defense Society—then a small and struggling body, 
not supplied with the generous donations that flowed so abundantly 
into the coffers of the Navy League and the National Security 
League, from Wall Street bankers interested in the біссі Trust and 
the manufacture of munitions. 

A month ago, I received a letter from the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the American Defense Society, couched in cordial 
Phrases, inviting me to join the Board of this Society of Patriots. 

I hesitated a moment, for professional patriotism is distasteful to 
me. But as a strong believer in the National Defense, I communi- 
cated with the officers of the Society. Several letters passed between 
us. 1 set some investigations afoot. Then I made some amazing 
discoveries, 2 

1 learned that this Society, which so loudly vaunts its American 
patriotism, is not an American Society at all. That its Committee 
on Publicity is acknowledged to be pro-Ally. That, like the British 
Patrol boat, Baralong, it also is a pro-British craft, sailing under а 
false flag. That it is not carrying on a campaign for the National 
Defense, but a campaign on behalf of Britain and her Allies. 


1 fo i rd was composed of men who for 
found that its Advisory Boa: "o. eee Же: 


the most rous adviser ir 
brands, Заан attacking our President, while ted 
to involve this country in Europe's war on England's side; I found 
that munitions makers were among them, and lastly two vice press 
dents of the notorious Navy League, the illegitimate offspring oi 
Morgan and his Wall Street group. ua 

I am, therefore, compelled to refuse the courteous offer of the 
American Defense Society. 1 cannot identify myself wi d 
ganization sailing under false colors. And it is my ue ак 
warn the American public against this creature of the Eng 
Propaganda. 

And T also advise the American Defer 
American flag under which it is sailing, 
the pirate ensign of Britain. 


nse craft to haul down the 
and run up its true colors, 


Facts in the Case of the American Defense Society 


HILE the Navy League and the National Security League, a 

few months ago were waxing fat on the profits of prepared- 
ness, the American Defense Society, as I have said, was а poor, 
honest and struggling little patriot. It had dingy quarters in an un- 
occupied office in Fifth Avenue, where it exhibited in the dusty 
windows some little tin soldiers to attract the passing throng. The 
managers of the Society at this period confessed that at times they 
had to borrow money to pay their stenographer. 

Then suddenly something happened. This something was the 
collapse of the discredited Navy League and the Neutrality League. 
From some mysterious source the obscure American Defense So- 
ciety suddenly leaped into public favor. It in turn suddenly waxed 
iat and prosperous, to prove that "Preparedness" is а profitable 
business, It opened “War Exhibits" in Broadway ; it boasts that it 
is now opening “War Exhibits” in every city, town and village that 
it can. It is engaging public speakers on the National Defense 
throughout the country. In public schools and colleges and uni- 
versities it is “co-operating” with the Boards of Education by еп- 
couraging debates on the topic: “Resolved, That the United States. 
should materially increase its naval and military armaments.” It 
boasts that its Board of Trustees has created a "special fund” de- 
voted wholly to the publication of pamphlets. 

Surely, patriotic: preparedness has suddenly become one of the 
most flourishing industries in our country. 

Whence come the funds for this vast program? The Patriots 
will glibly tell you: "Why from the patriotic public, of course.” 

Bat that is not all. 


The Magazine Faced With the Stars and Stripes 


IHE American Defense Society has suddenly appeared on ап 
the newsstands with its own magazine, American Defense, 
which, like all patriotic publications, bears on its covers the Stars 
wd Stripes іп effulgent colors. And it is a fat and prosperous 
zazine, printed on glossy paper. It has an article written by a 
Governor of an Aero Club, who insists that the United States 
should immediately spend $25,000,000 on aeroplanes, and alongside 
is a full page advertisement of an aeroplane company “with the 
largest and best equipped acroplane plant in the world" ready to 
take the 525000000 contract. 

АП hail the profits of preparedness! 

The literature of this purely "American" publication has all the 
earmarks of the English propaganda, On the one hand we are told 
that Germany has been everlastingly defeated by England. Page 
18: "The Dritish have blasted the hopes of a successful submarine 
campaign.” Page 5: “English commerce continues, It exports its 
raw materials, finished goods, and it imports its supplies necessary 
for the nation, practically without interruption.” 

Moral—The United States must immediately hand over $500,- 
000000 to Wall Street munitions makers for the construction of a 
navy second only to Brita 

The facts are ignored that official figures show that 761 British 
vessels were sunk from the beginning of the war to the end of 
December, 1915, with a loss of more than 1,600,000 tons—a loss that 


has ruined Britain's foreign trade, doubled the cost of her food and 
iven freight rates to figures that compel the British Government 
to commander all merchant ships plying between foreign ports. 

But when we deal in preparedness, we must conceal the truth. 
‘That is truc patriotism. 

Оп the other hand we are told that Germany has everlastingly de- 
feated the world, and is now bent on coming over here and defeat- 
ing us. Page 14: “The European war has taught us that at any 
time after it terminates, we may be attacked by a nation having 
from 400,000 to 1,000,000 trained men and all the ships and supplies 
necessary to land them as an effective fighting force upon our 
shores.” And to keep no one in doubt as to the identity of this 
malign nation, a full-page cartoon shows unsuspecting Uncle Sam 
holding a fat money lag, while a shadow cast behind him discloses a 
Prussian with spiked helmet, his bayonet raised, ready to stab him 
in the back, 

Moral—The United States must immediately hand over $500,- 
(000,000 a year to Wall Street munitions makers for the equipping of 
an army as large as Germany's, 

‘The true preparedness patriot sees nothing illogical in these two 
arguments. 

The Trustees state in their Society's program: “Work for a 
careful expenditure of public moneys, and eliminate politics and 
politicians from the cause of national defense.” But not a word is 
said of “eliminating the war munitions makers of Wall Street from 
grabbing the annual hundreds of millions in profit from the sale of 
қапа and shells for the use of national defenders.” Tush, tush, we 
must not be unpatriotic! 


The Advisers of the American Defenders 


AMONG the members of the Advisory Board of the Society, 
we note the following names: 

Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, one-time President of the United States. 

Hudson Maxim, manufacturer of smokeless powder. 

Hon. Perry Belmont, vice-president of the Navy League. 

Henry B. Joy, vice-president of the Navy League. 

Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte, ex-Attorney-General. 

Mr. Roosevelt, several months ago, during a trying crisis in our 
country’s international relations, in referring to those of his country- 
men who objected to going to war on England's side because per- 
sons of English birth persisted on sailing on English ships while 
England was at war, distinguished himself by shrieking: "Shoot 
them in the back! 


The Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte, at a meeting at Carnegie Hall on 
June 15, 1915, said: “If I am asked what I mean by a ‘reasonably 
possible enemy,’ I reply—any power except Great Britain" That 
shows where Mr, Bonaparte stands. 

Mr. Henry B. Joy, President of the Packard Motor Company, on 
January 9, 1916, issued an hysterical circular attacking the President, 
in which he inveighed for war on England's side, crying: "The 
honor of Americans is being sold for dishonorable quietude.” 

Are these Girebrands to be regarded as safe and sane advisers of 
American patriotism? 

However, these facts had not been called to my attention at the 
time when I received the invitation from the American Defense 
Society. The result was a voluminous correspondence, too long to 
be printed in full. But the salient points are herewith reproduced. 
(The entire correspondence is open to inspection) : 

‘Tue Asmican Derewse Socrery, 
Ma. Gronce Syivesten VIERECK : 

In view of the urgent need of strengthening the present Defense 
movement in this country, the Board of Trustees of the American 
Defense Society have voted to request your membership on our 
Publicity Committee, At this time I trust you will see fit not only 
1o permit the use of your name, but also to take an active interest 
in the work we are doing. 

Мау ме count upon the fayor of an early reply? 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) 


C. S. Тиоммон, 
December 9, 1915. 


My reply was in part as follows: 
My pear Ма. THosrsox : 


1 thank you for your kind letter of December 9th, asking me to 
‘accept membership on your distinguished Publicity ‘Committee, 
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In looking over your magazine I discovered a page showing seven 
pictures of ships sunk by German submarines, with the caption, 
“Seven Reasons Why We Should Prepare.” " 

1 think the reasons are well taken, but the argument strikes me as 
one-sided, The American Defense Society should urge prepared- 
ness, not only against Germany, but against every possible enemy. 


T could not join your Committee if T had amy suspicion that hy 


preparedness you do not mean preparedness against any possible foe 
of the United States 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Groce Svuvester Viereck. 


The reply was as follows: 


My pra Ma. Visweck : 

Lam sorry that you feel that the argument presented in the first 
number of American Defense is one-sided. Of course, at the pres- 
ent time the only two possible foes of the United States are G 
many and Japan, but this may be changed in a very few years, 
that we may have to repel an invasion from Hayti or Englan: 
The one is about as likely as the other, 

As for your suggestion that the seizure of about 
British authorities creates an international crisis coi 


magazine. 
Very truly yours, 
(Signed) "Рица J. Roosevacr, 
Editor. 
December 14, 1915. 


This extraordinary epistle impelled me to write in reply: 
My pra Mx. RooseveLT: 

T have read your fetter with creasing 
even less to fear from an invasion by 


astonishment. We have 
than from an in- 


2 аршы 
таков by Hayti: Our primary danger is Great Britain and her ally, 
Japon. 1 enclose a map showing how British naval stations domi- 


tate our Atlantic seaboard. Trinidad, Jamaica, Barbadoes, Ber- 
muda and Canada, with a population more English than the English 
themselves, are each in themselves powerful mementos of the Eng- 
lish stranglehold upon cur country. Germany is hacking her way 
through this ring of ioes. Before long, we, too, shall have to smi 
the ring around our shores if we wish to survive as a nation. 

You tell me that the fact that hundreds of American cargoes have 
been seized and detained by Great Britain does not "interest" those 
yho are in charge of the organ of the American Defense Society. 
Permit me to state that the Government of the United States has 
declared that British aggressions against our commerce constitute 
ал almost unqualified denial of the sovereign rights of the nations 

се? 

, What manner of American are you if the denial of the sovereign 
rights of the United States does not "interest" you? Is it a matter 
terest" to you and your associates that the British Govern- 
ment js making enforced criminals of American business men by 
compelling them to violate the Sherman Anti-Trust Law? 

If th s seem to you to be unimportant, then you are unfit 

associated with any ‘movement for American defense If the 

American Government had from the first maintained our inalienable 
right to the freedom of the seas, there would have been по süb- 
marine controversy with Germany, because before the torpedoing of 
the Lusitania we would have addressed an ultimatum to t 
Britain Do you realize that your attitude suggests that the Amer- 
the ane Corm propa ck She Sei E DES oe 

anti- ganda of the Britis! e 
munition makers of Wall Street? eres 2 
s an honest believer in preparedness I cannot join your Society, 
or accept а place on your J- 
e t a pl you (1 by prepared: 


if you itch to fight Germany, 


‘Ours very truly, 
(Signed), Gronce Svivzeren Vina. 


to 
but are "too proud’ 


December 16, 1915. 
My near Mg. THOMPSON: 


Т enclose herewith а copy of my letter to Mr, Pili velt 
the editor of American Defense. Y the еме, РАШ Ј. Кооктеь 
endorses the attitude of Mr. Roosevelt, Í must respectfully dedine 
EE USC ed to pe your, unde 1 would Cs 
lad rican, Defer ie join 
За auxiliary society for the defense of Crest Brian. жй кос А 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Gronce Svivesren Viereck. 


December 16, 1915. 
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This reply then came to hand, with the remarkable confession 
that betrayed the real attitude and motives of the men of the Amer- 
ican Defense Society 


Dear Ма. Viec: 

T disagree with you when уон write and say “Germany has no in- 
tention of waging war against the United States” I believe that 
Germany has no intention of respecting the Monroe Doctrine. She 
has not shown us that she is willing to sacrifice military principles 
in order to retain our friendship. 

T feel that you can be of great assistance in the editorial manage- 
ment of the ine, se there is one line of attack, which 
cannot be purs anyone whose sympathies are not very strongly 
mtisAtly, and ҚАПЫСЫН ot iy ыы Board of 
Editors are known to be pro-Ally. 

In conclusion, Mr. Viereck, I desire to ask you one very personal 
question, Are you, as 1 have frequently heard stated, directly or 
indirectly іп the pay of the Imperial German Government? 1) Tae 
Тлтияшанр, of which you are the editor, directly or indirectly 
subsidized by the Imperial German Government, or has it been so 
subsidized at any time? 


Е ар ана. 
December 17, 1915. 


‘The correspondence continued: 
Dear Ма. RooseveL 

Т might inquire as to what support the American Defense Society 
receives from the makers of ammunition, I notice on your letter- 
heads the name of my good friend. Hudson Maxim. i that 
Maxim is a thoroughly honest fellow, but can he be said 10 be en- 
tirely disinterested? à 

The FarHERLAND is not subsidized by the German Government, 
and is not controlled in any manner by the German Embassy. 
myself am conducting my Rent for fair play without any ulterior 
motives. 5 

1 should be perfectly willing to join your Committee, but not if 
Lam to be merely a figurehead, If I am to be on the editorial staff 
of American Defense you must grant to me and to the views which 
T represent, а certain measure Ё recognition, If you аге willing to 
grant me that, I shall be very glad to co-operate with you and your 
Committee. е 

Let me add that Americans of German descent believe іп prez 
paredness, and that they would vote for preparedness, but you must 


429 


mot arouse their suspicion that you do not include preparedness 
against Great Britain as part of your program. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Groce Svuvestee Vurnscn. 
December 20, 1915. 


‘The correspondence concludes: 
Mx, Par J. Roostvzur, 
American Defense Society. 

Dean Ма. Roosevert:—In view of your confession that the mem- 
bers of your Committee are рго-АЦу, and in view of your failure 
to answer my letter of December 20th, or meet my conditions, | 
must definitely decline to accept membership on your Commitice, 1 
was not afraid to answer your question. Evidently you are afraid 
to meet the issues that I have raised. It is clear that you intended 
to use my name merely in order to disguise the pro-Ally character 
of your organization. Т herewith forbid you to use my name in any 
‘manner whatsoever in connection with your campaign, 

I am willing to join an American defense society, if I can find 
one; but Lam unwilling to join a pro-Ally defense society. In view 
of the importance of unmasking the character of an organization 
which is active on behalf of British propaganda under the guise of 
Americanism, I consider myself at liberty to commit our corre- 
spondence to the judgment of the American public. 

‘Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) ' Groce Svivester Viereck. 


Jan. 20, 1916. 


The sequel of these matters is already common knowledge, The 
usefulness and the prosperity of the American Defense Society is 
now ended. Congress has turned down with no uncertain hand the 
programs of the pseudo-patriots who, as Wall Street munition 
makers and as British propagandists, sought to hoodwink the 
country with their "preparedness" programs, 

When the aititude of Congress was made pfain, the natural result 
ensued: For the last two weeks the War Stocks in Wall Street, 
such as Bethlehem, Crucible Steel and their like, have experienced 
a sickening stamp. 

That was Wall Streets confession, That was clear proof as to 
the underlying hopes on which the advance of these War Stocks 
was based—Profits from Preparedness, to be paid by a hoodwinked 
public. 


MR. REDMOND FOUNDS A NEW YORK 
PERIODICAL 


TH “patriots” who have been making such a fuss over “hyphen- 
ated” newspapers, to be consistent, should extend their activi- 
ties to the new weekly, Ireland, which was launched in New York 
through the agency of Alderman Boyle of Manchester, an English 
Politician and member of Parliament (County Mayo), who made 
several trips to America the past year engaged on this mission. 
Redmond's organization in America, the United Irish League, 
has dwindled down in New York City to less than 100 paying 
members, we are reliably informed. And it has ceased to 5 
Practically, in all other cities. Тһе organization which sent hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to Ireland has failed to raise апу 
money during the past year. Тһе general feeling in America that 


Redmond betrayed the cause of Ireland lost him the support of 
nearly all of the American weeklies which give space to Trish ques- 
tions. The papers of this class opposing Redmond in the war are 
the Jeading Trish World, Gaclic American, Freemans Journal of 
New York, Hibernian of Philadelphia, Leader of San Francisco, 
Independent of Butte, Irish Voice of Chicago, American-Irish of 
California, Sun of Syracuse, Universe of Cleveland, Irish Standard 
of Minneapolis, Chronicle of Albany, Indiana Catholic, National 
Catholic Weekly, Mikoaukee Press, The Light of Scranton, and 
others. 

Things have come to a bad pass for the Redmondites in America 
when a newspaper must be started hy a British M. P. 


SIR EDWARD GREY PROVES BRITISH GUILT 


i bers of the crew aboard the Nico- 
MEN t ete en aca 
foree which was decoyed by the American flag carried by е 
British pirate ship, the Baralong, made their affidavits of the cow- 
ardly use of the Stars and Stripes and the rathless me ri 
of the Germans seeking refuge aboard the Nicosian, the New York 
Times printed a brief statement in a London cable message das 
the British admiralty denied the existence of any such ome " 
the Baralong. Since then Sir Edward Grey has been forced i 
acknowledge that there not only is such a vessel as the е; 
but that it committed all the misdeeds of which it was actis 
On January 11 the Times printed the story of а gunner al Ms 
Baralong, im which Great Britain, with that perversity of morai 
vision by which it turns British retreats into important Mei 
and cold-blooded murder into acts of heroism, handles 


long atrocity as a notable achievement of personal courage. The 
gunner responsible for this story must be the same gunner who 
was aboard the Cressy when Capt. Weddingen single-handed sank 
three British warships in September, 1914, and who was quoted in 
the Times to the extent of a column or more of brag and bluster 
of how he had seen five German submarines attack the ships and 
had himself directed the sinking of three of them. The Times 
spends money to print the cabled falschoods of an unidentified 
British gunner, but it had no space to report the public statements 
of Mr. Carey, one of the Americans aboard the Nicosian, when he 
delivered his lecture at several local halls as an eye-witness of the 
murder and the cowardice of the English bushwhackers of the sea, 
who covered their guilt under the American fag. An English 
‘gunner’s testimony is at any time more printable than the testimony 
of an American, in the eyes of the Times. 
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ASHINGTON, D. C, January 20--“боше of the remarkable 
rulings that come out of the State Department over the 
signature of Lansing remind me of the legal quibbles of a notor- 
ious pettyfogger in a court in which I was practicing law years 
ago," said a prominent member of the Senate. "He had every 
lawyer on the qui cive with unexpected motions, and everybody was 
kept guessing what he would do next; but he never raised a point 
but it was overruled and he never won a case except by browbeat- 
ing a poor old justice of the peace who used to be a dealer in 
hard cide: 
The allusion was to the explaration of the Secretary of State 
defining the distinction of the right of a citizen to travel the high 
seas unmolested in contrast with his rights as affected if he travels 
in Mexico, The administration holds that on the high seas a non- 
combatant has a right to pass to and fro without having his life 
endangered unless he is in a belligerent warship or transport, for 
the high seas are common territory to every nation, whereas “terri- 
tory" is always under the sovereignty of a nation, and the authori- 
ties of a nation can do what they please in that sovereignty. In 
a territory (say Mexico) he only has the right to pass to and fro 
with the consent of the authorities. For that Teason Mr. Wilson 
and his Secretary of State maintain that the administration is on 
good legal ground if it warns Americans out of Mexico, but that 
it is a surrender of principles to warn Americans to keep off lellig- 
erent ships. 

Му friend in the Senate doesn't agree with the administration, 
and he voices the opinion of others. It is admitted that the high 
seas are free to the use of all nations, but to give Мг. Lansing's 
ruling any validity an American would have to put on a life-belt 
and attempt to swim across the ocean, for the moment he puts 
his foot on a British ship he is as clearly on British territory as he 
would be on Mexican territory if he was traveling in Sonora. The 
English doctrine is: “A British ship on the high seas is part of the 
territory of Great Britain,” and a traveler on a belligerent vessel 
exposes himself to all the dangers that would beset him if he were 
passing to and fro on territory of a nation at war. Whatever flag 
is flying over a vessel traveling the high seas determines its 
nationality. 

Lansing’s phrasemongering merely excites risibility, but it illus- 
trates to what subterfuges the administration is compelled to re- 
sort in order to keep up the bluff that it is proceeding on carefully 
considered legal principles in dealing with Germany and Aus 
Hungary, while secretly feeding the flames of discontent and ex- 
tending the opportunities for renewed friction. 

Жаа aka 


‘The same quibbling method is demonstrated in the ruling that 
the Italian ship, the Giuseppi Verdi, might enter and leave the port 
of New York without dismounting its two guns, admittedly handled 
by а gun crew from the Italian navy. The administration ruled 
that these guns were for “defensive purpose,” although this is an 
entirely new and unprecedented construction. Guns for defense 
сап just as well be used for offense, and as the Verdi carried 600 
passengers, most of whom were Italian reservists going to join the 
Italian army, the commander of a German or Austrian submarine 
that took a chance of parleying with the captain to ascertain 
whether his guns were there for defensive or offensive purposes 
would certainly be taking his own life and that of his crew in his 
hands. Doubtless the ship carries two or three Americans aboard, 
so that in the event of a casualty another case can be made out 
to prove that the Central Powers are callously violating their pledge 
to the United States. 


eer uy 

It is becoming evident to members of Congress that the admin- 
istration is not acting with the necessary candor in dealing with 
the Central Powers on the submarine question, and unless it en- 
forces its demands on the Allies for reciprocal pledges, that they 
will abide by the rules of war, halt when commanded to halt by a 
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Behind. He Scenes at the 
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war vessel, refrain from attempting to ram submarines and stop 
using the American flag in order to conceal their identity, there 
will be a strong outburst of indignation in both Houses, 

Tt is pointed ont that the British government has offered rewards 
to commanders of merchant ships who ram submarines, that several 
such have been decorated for their achievements in this fine and 
that British ships have actually destroyed submarines and their 
crews by disguising their identity under the American flag, as in 
the case of the infamous Baralong, which had the American flag 
painted on both sides of its hull and by this subterfuge was enabled 
to sink its enemy, after which it murdered its crew. 

The constant abuse of the Stars and Stripes has a recent illus- 
tration in the case of the City of Lincolu which, according to a 
Boston dispatch of January 11, sailed safely through the Mediter- 
ranean with а $5,000000 cargo of rubber, tin and oil, flying our 
flag. It is recalled how a London cable message reported the ram- 
ming of a German submarine by the Lissie, and how the Camer- 
onia was publicly heralded as having, tried to sink a submarine by 
ramming. 

‘Yet, with all this evidence of defiance and provocation, the ad- 
ministration insists on exacting promises from Germany and her 
ally that they will never, never depart a fraction of an inch from 
the rules laid down by the State Department, while the Department 
is equally determined to exact no pledges or promises from Great 
Britain and France. The Allies ean do no wrong. Wilson and 
Lansing are body and soul in the keeping of Sir Edward Grey. 

Will Congress step in and demand that the Department shall 
warn Americans to keep off Allied vessels, or will Lansing and 
Mr. Wilson see for themselves the necessity of such a rule in order 
to avoid all future friction incident to a mistake on the part of a 
German or Austro-Hungarian commander, or the usual misstate- 
ment of facts by the Allied press? Unless something is done there 
are untold possibilities of further complications. It is up to all 
Americans who insist on fair play.to emphasize these points to 
their representatives in Congress. 

а SE 


William B. Wilson, Secretary of Labor, born in Great Britain, 
who sincerely tried to aid King George in securing American re- 
cruits by issuing an order that Americans enlisting in the Canadian 
army might return to the United States without having their Amer- 
‘can citizenship questioned, has been undergoing a good grilling 
and is now trying to get under cover. 

‘The order was issued in defiance and utter disregard of the Act 
of March 2, 1907, which says that “any American citizen shall be 
deemed to have expatriated himself when he has been naturalized 
in any foreign State in conformity with its laws, or when he has 
taken an oath of allegiance to any foreign State.” 

Now Wilson has written a long letter to Senator Hughes of New 
Jersey in which he specifically denies the editorial allegation of 
Tue ЕатившАһр and tries to save himself from the consequences 
of his action by creating a fictitious American citizen who, when 
he swears allegiance to King George V., takes what he calls “a 
qualified oath,” which means that on enlisting under the banner 
of the British King he swears to obey his commands, to defend his 
sacred person, and the domains of Great Britain against all enc- 
mies, foreign and domestic, including his own countrymen, if called 
upon, but with this qualification that he may shake off these obli- 
gations when the term of his enlistment has expired. 

Now the Act of March 2, 1907, makes no mention of апу “un- 
qualified or qualified oath,” but simply an “oath.” Obviously, then, 
Secretary Wilson, born in Scotland, regards himself a “qualified 
American” citizen and his cath of allegiance to the United States 
merely an obligation that may be shaken off at will; and he at- 
tempts to create a class of “qualified” American citizens that has 
heretofore had no existence in this country and is not recognized 
ty the laws of the United States. He further attempts to dodge 

by alleging that his ruling applied to the case of 
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one Frank Caswell, who enlisted in Canada and was not allowed 
to enter the United States until admitted by order of the Secre- 
tary. Yet іп his order he does not mention any specific case, but 
жуз: 

“Instructions should һе issued by you to the end that here- 
after the boards will not question the American citizenship of 
an applicant because of the fact that he took the oath of alle- 
giance and enlisted in the Canadian forces.” 

‘To the Secretary of Labor, apparently, the laws of the land are 
mere bagatelles to be disregarded whenever this former British 
subject sees ап opportunity of coming to the aid of his King. 
self a “qualified American,” he dares to say that the law of 1907 
is invalid when applied to Americans who enlist in the Canadian 
forces, and that the enlisting man can evade the law by taking a 
“qualified oath." 

A further attempt is made to revise his decision by ordering a 
test саве to be made of Frank Caswell's admission to the United 
States alter serving in the British army since last April and being 
“discharged in England for disability.” Caswell, after being ad- 
mitted by order of the Secretary, has now been arrested in Detroit 
for violating the contract labor lav. 

Since he was discharged for “disability,” he comes under the pro- 
vision against the admission of persons who are liable to become a 
charge on the United States, as pointed ош by a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee, and the test case should have been 
made on that point and not on the ciolation of the labor contract 
law. lt is plain that the whole action is nothing but a dodge to 
evade the іше and secure a judicial decision which will act as а 
precedent for the nullification of the act of March 2, 197. Trust 
this British hyphenale to find a way of getting around our statutes. 
But there are men in Congress who have not done with the Secre 
tary of Labor yet, and there is gathering an ominous cloud of 
Sinister sentiment which is directed against the President's theory 
of "cabinet government,” sentiment which docs not take kindly to 
dogma that "rhe American people are a nation because they 
once obeyed а King" and will remain а nation only by “obeying 
leaders,” and which is not elated that former British subjects in 
his cabinet are literally deciding our relations with foreign govern- 
ments. 


МИРА 
Тһе best barometers of public sentiment and official thoughts are 
the press correspondents, of whom there are approximately 200, 
mostly accredited men who represent papers from New York to 
San Francisco, and from Montreal to New Orleans. If you with 
TO get a net estimate of a man in the public eye, corner some зі 
the correspondénts and hear what they have to say. As many oí 
them are old friends of mine, I have по difficulty. іш getting. an 
opinion on some of the leading foreign diplomats which 1 consider 
of value, and 1 was gratified by the unanimous opinion that Count 
Bernstorif, the German Ambassador, occupies the foremost plate 
in their estimation, It was admitted that he has had by far the 
most dificult position and has handled the affairs of bis ommo 
with masterly skill and discretion. At first there was a ERAN 
to discredit him; but the reaction came іп due time, when his ШЕ 
ity came to be not only recognized, but accepted and de e pi 
regarded as the most expert diplomat in Washington, ond опе wn 
occupies a higher place in the esteem of unbiased professi 


servers than any of his colleagues. 
Mar d 4 


А is the 

Quite the saddest thing I have recently witnessed here is th 2 
fantastic carrying-on of John Sharpe Williams, Senator ШЕМ 
sissippi. The attitude of this person toward Germany "oam as 
its fulness the secret antipathy against the German реәре ге en 
been the inheritance of the Anglo-American section since UM Sal 
cst history of the country and was so Paldly expos o in 
Kaiser presented the statue of Frederick the Great to the ^ 
War. College. » 

rr ita eg a ae 
at the opening of a German restaurant and hotel іп t 
fifteen years ago ty the late Frite Renter and singing Germán Sic 
dent songs In German and deporting himself as one of P ге 
was a student at Heidelberg and he had а fair enougi MED ті 
^f German to enable him to get along, and a 56 
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phrases that made him pass as one of us For we naturally gravi- 
tated toward a member of Congress who had penetrated a little 
deeper into German life than the average. He drank as much, was 
as boisterous and carried on as wildly as the best tankard in the 
crowd, and as the supper was gratuitous Williams pitched into the 
German viands as freely as if he bad been nursed on pigsknuckles 
and sauerkraut. There was nothing in Williams’ conduct that 
evening that hetrayed his secret hatred of the Germans, and hence 
the shock many of us experienced when he recently broke all re- 
straint and burst into furious denunciations of the race he pretended 
to like and whose tongue he spoke, Williams is a minor states- 
man, just as there are minor poets, and what he says in the upper 
chamber ordinarily has по effect. He is tolerated, not courted. 
Half jester and half parrot, he is sometimes amusing, sometimes 


depressing, at all times debilitating, and rarely rational. 


In my cursory discussions of various Presidential possibilities 1 
have overlooked nne of the most promising, Senator Lawrence Y. 
Sherman of Illinois. He is pretty sure to be the Mlinois candidate 
for the Republican nomination, and his record on neutrality and a 
strict American, as distinguished from a strict pro-British attitude, 
is highly commended, He has made some notable campaign speeches 
in the West and has everywhere made the impression of a strong, 
able and desirable candidate. His candidacy is gaining adherents 
and cumulative strength and will show a steady increase of popu- 
larity, unless all signs fait Faeventc F. Scrrmance. 


Th sofa 
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“militarism,” but the average hypocrite prefers to call it a 
Swiss institution. 


EDALS are to be given to those British "heroes" who re- 

treated with such alacrity from the Dardanelles. This is the 
first time on record that a nation rewards its vanquished soldiers. 
‘That British general who has surrounded himself Бу a Turkish army 
on the Tigris will probably be created a lord as soon as he sur- 
renders to the enemy. 


ERE is a tremendous feeling in Congress for an embargo on 

arms. A few months ago if an American expressed such а 
sentiment he was called a traitor. But let us not forget that the 
majority in this country has always managed somehow or other to 
come over to the right side. 


E man who compiled the “Illuminating Chronicles of the Great 

War Year, 1915,” for the New Year's edition of the New York 
Times must һауе copied the headlines of the Evening Telegram. 
It illuminates a year of unbroken disaster for the armies of Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria. 


N an analysis of the characteristics and usefulness of our vari- 

‘ous ambassadors to European capitals, Мг. Oswald Garrison 
Villard tells in his paper, the Evening Post, in a Washington letter 
that there is hardly any complaint against Ambassador Page at 
London. "The most serious one,” writes Mr. Villard in an attack 
of confidence, “runs to the effect that Mr. Page is too ardently 
pro-British. To this, it may be replied, that he is, in this respect, 
Ву no means the only sinner in the Wilson Administration.” Then 
why complain? 


THE presence of Germans in this country gives the incompetent 

a chance to excuse their blunders. The submarine which was 
blown up in the Brooklyn Navy Yard was declared at once to be the 
victim of German intrigue. Now it appears that the real reason 
this submersible blew up was because of her defective batteries, If 
Mr. Daniels’ “board of experts” only contained a few German Amer- 
cans we are sure that accidents, which are only too numerous іш 
our navy, would reach a minimum record. 
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ADVENTURES IN BELGIUM UNDER GERMAN RULE 


By Louis Viereck 


(Staf Correspondent of Tue FarnrmtAND) 


(This article dealing with the civic administration of conquered Belgium is the seventh contribution in the series of remarkable personal 
investigations made by Mr. Louis Viereck for Tue Faruex.ann into the condition of Belgium under German rule.) 


E have already seen how extensive 

the administrative machinery is 
which the Governor-General has set up 
іп Belgium in order to organize the coun- 
try's traffic and food. Тһе Governor-Gen- 
eral has given his viewpoint in a clear and 
pithy “open letter,” dated July 27th. He 
tells the Belgian population that by virtue 
of the Hague Convention he is administer- 
ing the country, and that his administra- 
tion is dictated. by obligations to ішегпа- 
tional law so that not only the occupier 
but the occupied land may benefit by the 
new régime. He acknowledges that the 
object of his efforts is recognized by not 
a few mayors, officials and clergymen, 
townsmen and farmers, as well as by char- 
itable men and women. He deplores that 
many another quarter resists his measures 
openly or secretly. “Many seem to be under 
the delusion,” writes von Bissing, “that it 
is patriotic or manly to oppose the decrees 
of the occupying power. The idea is wide- 
ly current that all who support the work 
of the German administration lack іп pa- 
triotie courage, or have broken their 
pledge. He who aids and furthers the 
German administration, does not aid the 
occupying power, but in the first place his 
own Belgian fatherland. He who offers 
opposition, does not harm the German Em- 
pire, but exclusively his own country. Such 
a resistance is neither manly nor patriotic. 
1 expect nobody-to turn from his ideals, 
or to deny his convictions hypocritically. 
But 1 expect everybody to recognize the 


Т and my administration, according to mil- 
itary and international law, have the law- 
ful right and duty to administer the land 
with the cooperation of its authorities as 
well as spiritual and political leaders. 
Hence it is an urgent necessity that those 
who command influence should exercise it 

a practical manner. I respect every re- 
ligious, political, and national creed, and 
welcome every honest cooperation, no mat- 
ter who offers it. But my duty compels 
те to show no consideration to those who 
resist, and who overtly and covertly dis- 
turb the public order and peace, or who 
endeavor to prevent the restoration and 
quiet development of public life. Without 
respect of persons, I shall perform the 
tasks laid upon me, and take those to ас- 
count who oppose me by word and action. 
І shall remove them from any public office 
which they hold.” 

With an appeal to the common sense of 
the Belgian population and its leaders, the 
Governor-General closes his explanatory 
words, and hopes that they will remove 
any existing false notions, and will spread 
in all classes the conviction that the Ger- 
man administration endeavors to serve the 


interests of the country. And, really, a 
man must be blind to deny that. Since the 
occupation of Brussels no disturbances to 
speak of һауе taken place in Belgium. The 
economic and business life which the жаг 
has paralyzed slowly but surely revived. 
By May, 1915, nearly four-fifths of the in- 
habitants of Belgium had work and bread, 
and only one-fifth could not find employ- 
ment. Two provinces as important as 
Western and Eastern Flanders are within 
the sphere of military operations. Ant- 
werp one of the busiest seaports in the 
world, with its immense export trade, is 
perfectly paralyzed by the war. Yet the 
‘economic conditions of Belgium are com- 
paratively favorable though still abnormal. 
That is all the more remarkable because 
most of the rich Belgians have fled abroad, 
and nearly the whole national wealth as 
far as it is not stationary has leit the 
country which covers so small an economic 
area. Another drawback was the passive 
resistance of the pro-French Belgians 
(Franzveslinge) who constantly tried to 
pursuade the people that the present state 
of affairs could only last a short while. 

No part of Louvain has been subject to 
greater destruction than the railroad quar- 
ter which, however, is gradually being ге- 
constructed. On the other hand, no steps 
have yet been taken to rebuild in Malines, 
destroyed during the fierce onslanghts as- 
sociated with the siege of Antwerp. The 
reason for this inactivity is the notion that 
the French and English will soon come, 
and reconquer the fortress for King Al- 
bert. 

The Governor-General with his numer- 
ous military staff heads the whole adminis- 
tration. In the last instance, he is respon- 
sible to the highest in command for еуегу- 
thing that happens in Belgium. All really 
important administrative measures must 
be submitted to him, amd are subject to 
his personal sanction. His first official, the 
former President of the Aix-la-Chapelles 
Government-Board bears the official title 
“Administrative Chief to the Governor- 
General in Belgium." The civil adminis 
tration is entrusted to him; all decrees and 
proclamations, and, above all, the organiza- 
tion of the various official bodies must be 
prepared by him. 

"Banking and finance" and "political or- 
ganization” are two distinct departments 
which are under the Governor-General’s 
direct control. The political department is 
in communication with the Foreign Office, 
with representatives of neutral States and 
the diplomatic services. It issues regular 
reports, and keeps the Governor-General 
posted up in questions of foreign policy; 
ОЁ course, it also controls the Press Com- 
mittee The present Governor-General 


pays particular attention to press affairs 
‘The News Committee supplies the German 
and foreign press with information, per- 
uses foreign newspapers, and controls the 
newspapers at home. Several Belgian 
papers, such as Lo Belgique, Le Bruxellois, 
L'Echo de la Presse, Gazet van Brussel, 
De Vlaamsche Post, come out every day. 
and have a considerable sale all over Bel- 
gium. The German daily which was an- 
nounced to appear on the first of July, 
1915, has unfortunately mot yet been pub- 
lished. The reason seems to be that suffi- 
cient German papers from adjacent Ger- 
man districts circulate in Belgium. 

The Civil Administrations principal 
Work is organization. By its side are sep- 
arate boards of justice, agriculture, reli- 
gion, education and art, trade and industry, 
and also of home affairs. Judiciary func- 
tions continue to be entrusted to, Belgians, 
the judges passing verdicts, in the King's 
name, The Committee of Justice attached 
to the Civil Administration at Brussels ex- 
ercises a certain supervision, and, in the 
first place, deals with the rights of German 
subjects, as, for instance, with the claims 
of those Germans who have lost money 
and property in the beginning of the war. 
‘The Belgian authorities continue to work 
inside the network which the military and 
civil officials have cast all over Belgium. 

The provinces, too, have local govern- 
ment boards which are subject to the Gov- 
ernor-General and responsible to him for 
their measures, Each province, including 
the City of Brussels and the fortress of 
Antwerp, has a special military Governor 
with the rank of a General, Again, each 
Governor has his own civil administration. 
with a President of the Government Board. 
The whole arrangement is modelled after 
the Prussian and German fashion. 

The administrative machinery of Bel- 
gium is still in the making. Whilst 1 was 
in Brussels, a special railroad board was 
established and military general managers 
of the Belgian railways were appointed. 
Moreover, an economic committee is to ad- 
vise the Governor-General of Belgium, and 
to make practical suggestions regarding 
imports and exports, employment, customs- 
tariffs, railroad traffic, supply of raw ma- 
terial and commercial markets. The Com- 
mittee is composed of the Civil Adminis- 
tration and its Chief and of the following 
departments of the Government: Political 
and Banking Departments, Military Com- 
mission, Raw Material Commission (Roh- 
stofi-kommission), Railroad Administra- 
tion, and the Staff of the Governor-Gen- 
eral. Let me quote a practical example 
of the manner in which the German ad- 
ministration works. About the middle of 
July the Governor-General issued a decree 


to the effect that all Belgian crops from 
the moment of being reaped were to be 
reserved for the civilian population. The 
seizure was to prevent grain speculations. 
Prices were not to be forced up, and the 
grain was to be distributed justly among 
the population. The Governor's decree 
emplifies a kind of State Socialism which 
automatically worked itself out under the 
pressure of circumstances, and which 
shows how the Governor-General is anx- 
ious to care and provide for all. in 

How much the Government-General has 
to look after! There is tuberculosis and 
unemployment to be contended with, there 
are mothers and babes to be given the best 
possible protection, A large portion of the 
working population have lost their em- 
ployment through the war. Part of the 
working girls in the big towns were in 
danger of drifting into prostitution. The 
consequence was a spread of venereal dis- 
cases. The German Administration gripped 
the situation firmly, and established а 
“moral police" (sitten-polizel). But іш 
order to check venereal diseases effectu- 
ally, it was necessary to crush the chief 
namely, unemployment! 
The Governor-General had additional po- 
litical reasons to do so; it was in Ger- 
many's interest to save Belgium's economic 
strength, Tuberculosis and infantile mor- 
tality rapidly increased during the war, and 
these two most dangerous national evils 
were handled negligently. But now the 
delegate of the Belgian Red Cross has been 
entrusted with the suppression of these 
two malignant plagues. 

Measures have also been taken for the 
Prevention of cruelty to animals which, un- 
fortunately, is very prevalent in Belgium. 
It is true that mules and horses are not 
quite so ill-treated in Belgium as they are 
in Italy, yet the Belgian populace is crazy 
on the abnominabile cock-fights and the eruet 
“goose-drift” as the wicked sport is called. 


TBE British Government, since Тив Ратна лара exposé of the 
inhumanity of its actions, has permitted the despatch by the 


Red Cross to Germany of one shipment of 


ments are to be prevented, however, and rubber gloves and other 
rubber implements used in surgery, are still prohibited. The head 
of the American Physicians’ Expedition warns that this further 
threatens the death of American physicians and nurses. || 

The New York Times, January 16th, in a scurrilous editorial, de- 
fends the British Government iy consenting to this, and the British 


Ambassador's "sympathetic offices." 


Ochs, the pro-English agitator, who attacked the women of Balti- 
more who ended for ап embargo on arms, does not openly dare 
to attack the memory of an American nurse, who gained distinction 
in caring for American wounded in the Spanish War. But Adolph 
Ochs refuses to publish in his pro-English newspapers the plea for 
a memorial to the American nurse. Не has no room іп his news- 
Taper, It is all taken up by appeals, such as we see published on 
the same date, for the British-American War Relief, National Re- 
lief Committee for the Allies, French War Orphans’ Fund, Aid for 
the Servians, French Women and Children’s Fund, Armenian Fund, 
Cardinal Mercier Fund, Fund for French Wounded. Kits for French 
s, British War Relief, American Ambulance, Paris, Polish 
Victims’ Fund, Belgian Relief Fund, Secours Duryea, and the 


Soldi 


Fund for Cavell, the English spy. 
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A. Brussels correspondent gives the fol- 
account of a Belgian 
cock-fight: "Spring is the scason of sport, 
gambols and cock-fights. In the month of 
May, in secret meetings, the infuriated 
cocks are made to fight each other. It has 
always been the greatest delight of the 
Belgian peasantry to witness a cock-fight, 
just as the Spaniards rejoice in their bull- 
fights. Young and old, rich and poor, wise 
and dull—atl Belgians turn out in a frenzy 
of enthusiasm to witness a cock-fight. The 
situation has been exquisitely painted by 
Emile Claus, a Flemish painter. Cocks are 
specially bred for their sanguinary task, 
and bring substantial profit to the breed- 
ers Many a wager is staked on a heroic 
and favorite cock, often amounting to 
thousands of francs. 

“The spectators assemble on some farm 
or estate. The fighting arena is enclosed 
by low boards. The cocks are to fight in 
the afternoon, and must fast from the eve 
of battle. They are kept іп a dark bag to 
make them hungry and ferocious When 
the contest draws near, the two animal 
combatants are opposed to each other. 
They exchange canning and sinister 
glances, and then sound the alarm by 
crowing, which is the war-cry of the cocks. 
They rush against each other and skilfully 
use the artificial spurs, sharp steel, which 
has been attached to their natural spurs. 
Scon one of the cocks will lie on the 
ground and bleed itself to death. A cock- 
fight has a brutalizing effect on the on- 
looker, and the Belgian authorities have 
often tried tos abolish the national sport. 
The courts fined the breeders of fighting 
cocks, and seized the expensive animals. 
But the national passion for cock-fights is 
so great that they were always taken up 
again, though secretly. The cocks were 
made to fight in low saloons unobserved 
by the police. The betting was often 
transferred from Flanders to the north of 
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France. At Roubaix and Tourcoing even 
sporty Americans could be seen betting 
with the petty farmers, and forcing the 
stakes up to fabulous prices. Recently, 
too, cock-fights were taken up again, but 
they are hardly a distraction in these grave 
times. Therefore, more stringent meas- 
ures are now taken by the legal authorities 
against the cruel sport which is to be sup- 
pressed even in beer safoons and gambling 
dens” 

Tn conclusion, I want to call attention to 
an administrative measure directed against 
Belgian emigration, А similar measure 
had been taken, during the Franco-German 
War, by the Government of National De- 
fense in Paris against thé shirkers who 
left France in order to be immune from 
the taxes imposed by the Republic, but 
they were taxed specially heavily on their 
return to France. Since the present war 
began, hundreds of thousands of well-to- 
йо Belgians left the country to have a 
pleasant time abroad, away from the hard- 
ships of the war. Of course, they aggra- 
vated the hard lot of their countrymen 
who were left behind, whose business suf- 
fered terribly, and who resented the flight 
of the wealthy fellow citizens. 

The Governor-General, in harmony with 
the national sentiment, has now laid a spe- 
cial tax on such Belgians as have volun- 
farily left their country since the outbreak- 
of the war, and have stayed abroad longer 
than two months, 

The tax has aWained its object. Well- 
to-do Belgiars have returned home, and 
economic conditions have therefore im- 
proved. Trade and traffic have somewhat 
recovered. Yet many rich Belgians still 
live abroad. They must bear the conse- 
quences, and pay the exacted fine. In the 
elegant "Avenue Louise" there are scores 
of houses which have been seized and will 
be sold by publie auction because their 
owners have refused to pay the tax, 
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supplies. Future ship- 


The slogan of the Times: “Americans need not apply for sym- 


READERS OF "THE FATHERLAND" 
Subscribe to the fund for a permanent memorial to 
с MISS EMMA DUENSING, 


the American nurse who met her death through the refusal 
of the British Ambassador to permit Red Cross supplies to. 


be sent by Americans to Germany. 


For six months she nursed American scldiers at Porto 
Rico, during the Spanish-American war. For one year she 
nursed American soldiers in Manila. 


Let this memorial record the everlasting shame of the 
English who committed this crime upon a brave, self-sacri- 
ficing American woman, and the undying hatred of Ameri- 
cans for the people who connived at and condoned the act. 

Send all contributions, in whatever amounts, however 
large or small, to 


THE EMMA DUENSING FUND, 
Care of the Transatlantic Trust Co, No. 67 William Street, 


New York City. 
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WILLIAM П ON HIS BIRTHDAY 

N his fifty-seventh birthday, William II finds him- 

self more than ever in unison with his people. 
He is the living symbol of Germany. There can be no 
doubt that the Kaiser is the greatest as well as the most 
picturesque character іп the world. In his long and 
peaceful reign he has exhibited many splendid qualities. 
This crisis, however, has revealed a new phase of his 
character—his marvelous self-restraint. He has delib- 
erately effaced his personality. He has not yielded to 
the natural impulse of any ruler to make a triumphal 
entry into Warsaw, or to visit his ally in Sofia or Con- 
stantinople, with all the pomp that is Caesar's. A grey 
heroic figure, with hair turning silver, austere, indom- 
itable, he travels from front to front, cheering with his 
presence the sons of the Fatherland fighting for па- 
tional existence. He advises with his generals, but he 
does not superimpose his imperial will upon their col- 
lective counsel. It is an open secret that the Kaiser is 
the leader of those who deplored the sinking of the 
Lusitania, even if they recognized its necessity as a 
measure of retaliation, His kindness of heart has saved 
London from the great air raid that is sure to come if 
England persists in her piratical restrictions of the 
freedom of the seas. 


HERE was a time when comparisons between the 
Kaiser and Roosevelt were frequent. This year of 
stress has taught us the difference between the two men. 
It has revealed the great soul of William II and the 
pitiful small spitefulness of Theodore Roosevelt. It 
has revealed the difference between the hero and the 
play-actor, the leader and the demagogue. We had for- 
gotten that the Kaiser had discovered social justice long 
before Mr. Roosevelt. Mr. Roosevelt seized upon it as 
an issue and betrayed it as he has betrayed every issue 
when it suited his political purposes. Even if William 
II were not the central figure of this war of the nations 
his name would have lived forever as the founder of a 
code law that protects the working man from exploita- 
tion. Roosevelt is an erratic blood and thunder patriot 
who, fortunately for us, is restrained by the fact that 
the United States is at peace. William II is indeed a 
Prince of Peace whom the tragic play of circumstance 
and human malice has precipitated into the greatest war 
in the annals of mankind. William II has won two 
immortalities, Even before the war he had earned a 
laurel wreath at the hands of Peace. Now, he receives 
another crown of bays out of the hands of War. 


THE ANGLO-SAXON HYPHEN 
HE New York World has suddenly discovered that the 
most dangerous of the hyphenates is the British- 
American, It is the Anglo-American who urges our Gov- 
ernment to sacrifice the interests of this country for the 
benefit of Great Britain. It is the Anglo-American who, 
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while clamoring loudly against Germany, condones the at- 
tempt on the part of the Allies to ruin our commerce, block- 
ade our ports, break our laws, and make of this country a 
dependency of England. The World at last realizes what 
we have been contending for all these long strenuous months. 
It is up in arms against the Anglo-Saxon hyphen, We are 
glad that Mr. Pulitzer's paper has taken so definite a stand 
for genuine Americanism, 


GREAT BRITAIN'S SUPREME INSULT TO 
THE UNITED STATES 
S INCE time immemorial safe conduct guaranteed by a 
mation to the diplomatic representative of another na- 
tion has meant absolute immunity and the most scrupulous 
protection. For the first time in the memory of men a civil- 
ized country has broken its solemn pledge to safeguard the 
person it promised to shield. Great Britain's interpretation 
of her promises is the logic of a Shylock, not of a gentle- 
man. The act reveals the real soul of England, 

“Тһе search of Captain von Papen's person at Falmouth, 
says the New York American in a stinging editorial," 
supposed to һе protected by a safe conduct, was an insult to 
the American as well as to the German Government. 

“The acceptance by the American Ambassador, acting for 
the American Government, of the private papers forcibly 
taken from Captain von Papen was a gross breach of inter- 
national courtesy, and made our Government a participant 
in an indefensible violation of a safe conduct, requested by 
our Department of State for a high officer of a nation with 
whom we are at peace. 

“AS it now turns out, there is nothing in the seized papers 
which in any way reflects upon the honor of the German 
Embassy at Washington,” 

The Springfield Republican, a powerful champion of the 
pus is no less horrified at this example of British bar- 

arism, 

"There may be some doubt as to the right of the British 
authorities to seize Captain von Papen's private papers,” 
Comments that paper, “іп view of the safe conduct he had 
been granted at the request of the United States Govern- 
ment. It will strike many people, not German sympathizers, 
аз а mean performance, The assumption of the British that 
the safe conduct covers virtually no more than a man's phys- 
ical safety and protection seems strained; if his private 
Papers can be seized, why not his teeth fillings, his hairbrush 
and his wnderclothes? Why not ship him across the channel 
rolled in a blanket and call it safe conduct." 

Great Britain is guilty of many crimes, But this little 
episode stands out with surprising sharpness. It is one of 
those little things which nations cannot forgive nor forget- 


GREECE AND T. R. 
С REECE is being forced into war by Great Britain. But 
we have heard no word on the subject from Theodore 
Roosevelt, the self-appointed guardian of international law. 
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THE SURRENDER OF MONTENEGRO 

ELGIUM, Poland, Serbia, Montenegro, each and all 

betrayed by their Allies, have been crushed under the 
heel of the Central Powers. Little, brave Montenegro was 
the first to sue for peace. Her surrender, the first definite 
break in the rank of the Allies, emphasizes the point of a 
bon mot attributed to Count Bernstorff. “Who,” somebody 
asked the Ambassador, “is going to win the war?” “I can- 
not tell you that,” replied that alert diplomat, “but I can tell 
you who HAS won it. Lookat the map.” Belgium, Poland, 
Serbia may vanish from the map forever. Montenegro will 
remain, because the little mountain kingdom had the good 
sense to trust to the mercy of the Central Powers, rather 
than to the promises of Great Britain. 


OFFENDERS, GREAT AND SMALL 
HE Government has successfully prosecuted several 
persons technically guilty of attempting to smuggle 
rubber into Europe. This may be altogether fitting and 
proper. But what shall we say of the complete inactivity 


of Attorney-General Gregory in the case of the Rubber 
Trust and its flagrantly illegal methods? The following con- 
tract, published in Tre FaTHERLAND of March 10th, which 
the Trust compels rubber manufacturers to sign, is an abso- 
lute violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and the Act 
of February 12, 1915: 


Mr. Gregory, you who were so anxious to convict a few 
helpless women, why don’t you proceed against the Rubber 
Club of America, a really dangerous foc? The American 
People want to know why this powerful combination is al- 
lowed to continue unmolested in its lawless course. 


THE BLOCKADE 
CERTAIN section of the American press is beginning 
to prepare the United States for the new blockade 
shortly to be established by Great Britain, not against her 
belligerent enemies, but against neutral countries. The pro- 
Posed blockade will not be recognized by the Central 
Powers nor by any of the neutral nations. Even Мг, Lan- 
sing will at once see that it is impossible. 

In short, the object of the contemplated measure is to 
throttle the business of the world, so that Great Britain, 
while waging war, may at the same time crush her rivals 
in trade. So unheard of is this and so directly in contra- 
diction to international law and all established precedents 
that both France and Italy hesitate to indorse this latest 
expression of British cunning and hate. 

The present attempt on the part of Great Britain to in- 
terfere with American commerce is illegal. It cannot be 
made lawful by calling it a blockade. 
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—Drawn for Tus Farnestiwn ly A. Stachle, 


WHAT THE BRITISH “BLOCKADE” REALLY MEANS 


SECRETARY LANSING'S DECISION 
January 14, 1916. 
Mr. G. S. Viereck, 
1123 Broadway, New York City. 
Sir:— 

Replying to your letter of the 13th instant, requesting to 
know what action has been taken by the Government in the. 
matter of the visit to the United States of three Americans 
said to be in the service of the French Aviation Corps, I 
have to state that after earnest consideration the Depart- 
ment arrived at the conclusion that the presence of these 
gentlemen in the United States was not a violation of its 
neutrality in view of the circumstances, among others, as 
known and understood by the Department, that they ar- 
rived voluntarily upon a furlough merely to visit their 
friends and relatives. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Ronewt LANSING. 


We regret that a lawyer of Mr. Lansing’s standing should 
so utterly fail to perceive the violation of international law 
involved in the return of the three Americans, members of 
the French Aviation Corps and expatriated by their own act. 
For the time being, however, we shall pass over that matter 
and ask the Secretary of State whether it is also strictly 
neutral for belligerent nations to send to this country offi- 
cers to assume charge of munition factories and to direct 
warfare against the Teutonic Allies, using the United States 
as a base of supplies? That this is being done must be 
known to Mr. Lansing, It is an open secret, In all our 
big war plants there are to be found not only American 
officers, permitted to resign from our sadly depleted army, 
but also officers from the Allies. Mr. Lansing, is this also 


legal? 
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| a astounding revelation of what 
| rnati П 4 the German women are doing 
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real American blush for shame. 
THE INTERNATIONAL, 1123 Broadway, New York City 
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vict or information regard- 
ing bis securities or pro- 
spective investments, 


‘eddress Financial Editor 
Fatherland, 1123 Brodway, 
New York. АП inquiries 
confidential. АШ advice 
вее, Thow who prefer 
mot to have replies publish- 
ed under initials, please 
mention fact in writing. 


WISH to call the attention of readers 
of Тик Fatuemann to the following 


In this morning’s mail I have received 
from an unsolicited source a little booklet 
bearing the conservative title “British and 
German Finance,’ a publication that has no 
doubt been subjected to your perusal, as it 
emanates from a New York publishing 
house, 

"The author, Mr. E. F, Davies, delves 
very deeply into the German method of 
finance and discloses several startling facts 
anent the various policies of the German 
Imperial Government as pertains to the 
suppression of vital facts concerning the 
different war loans, 
some of the statements as set forth by 
Mr. Davies in his derogatory article are 
indeed startling, if mot alarming, and, if 
true, should cause grave concern among 
those Americans and German Americans 
who have invested very liberally іп the Im- 
perial war loans. The one statement that 
15 of particular interest, and which appears 
on page 3 of this booklet, is as follows 

“The extraordinary manner in which 
the cash is obtained for advancing against 
these securities was and is by issuing Dar- 
lehnskassen-Scheine (war loan notes. 
notes issued by the lending institution and 
which are taken as LEGAL currency. The 
Reichsbank itself accepts these notes and 
is authorized to issue its own bank notes 
against the same in the proportion of one 
to three, the Reichshank being forced to 
consider the Darlehnskassen-Note as gold- 
When one considers that all these notes 
have been issued to the public, many mil- 
lions being in circulation in the same жау 
and with the same value as bank notes, for 
which there is NO GOLD COVER, fren- 
ied finance is the only description that ean 
be applied to such a system, and if all the 
details connected with these “pawning” op- 
erations were fully known and appreciate 
abroad, the German Mark would depreciate 
still further and по neutral investor woul 
place any money in German loans which, 
unless Germany is wholly successful in the 
war—and everybody knows that this is out 
of the question—cannot possibly be re 
deemed, АП private companies in the past 
which have promoted new companies to 
finance the older ones have ended in the 
same way, namely, in bankruptcy, and а 
State at war operating in this way is in an 
even worse position, because all the money 
raised is ruthlessly spent in the destruction 
of capital s 

“Quoting again, he says: ‘Probably in- 
yestors in neutral countries who have par- 
ticipated in the German war loans have not 
considered what will happen when and i 
the interest оп the loans is paid to them in 
Marks; they will be forced to sell Marks 
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to obtain payment of the interest in their 
own money, and as the Mark shows a de- 
preciation at present of 14 per cent, which 
no doubt induced them to subscribe to the 
loans, they must calculate with a big loss 
іп realizing their Marks. Who knows what 
it will be—a loss of 14 or 40 per cent. 

this is true, that the German Imperial 
Government created the Darlehnskassen 
and issued notes for which there was no 
gold cover; that frantic appeals were made 
to the German people by the German press ; 
that savings banks invested their customers’ 
deposi and that the Government repre- 
sentatives told financial houses that they 
must subscribe voluntarily—why was it 
that these vital facts were not disclosed in 
Tue FATHERLAND? 

“To ensconce (sic) these important truths 
in their entirety is indeed a most unfortu- 
mate error on your part and I trust that 
this Tittle mote of inquiry will command 
your instant attention. If Dr. Helfferich, 
the German Finance Minister, has misin- 

erman people and, incidentally 
people who have invested in 
the Imperial War Loans, it is indeed your 
duty to disclose these facts if your edi- 


torial policy is at all concomitant and 
synonymous with the truth. 

“Your answer is eagerly awaited, not 
alone by the writer, but a multitude of 
others who have invested their money in 
the war loans of the German Imperial 
Government. 

“Letaxn S, Кемміт2" 


Detroit, Mich, January 3, 1916. 

Tt is a matter of regret that the writer, 
assuming a German pseudonym, did not 
accompany his epistle with his address, 
This, however, is an eloquent example of 
the conduct of the stupid English propa- 
ganda, which is trying to depreciate Ger- 
many' credit by similar means, The took- 
let mentioned by the writer is a vicious 
pro-British publication, the author being 
entirely ignorant of the principles of Ger- 
man finance. The animus of the booklet is 
50 patent, that no intelligent person would 
take its statements. serious, 

‘The facts regarding the Darlehnskasse 
Scheine are these: At the outbreak of the 
war, when German merchants had difficulty 
in raising money on their stocks in trade 
and on such securities as were not quoted 
on the German Exchanges, special institu- 
tions, called the Darlehnskassen were e 
tablished, similar to those which gave ex- 
cellent, service after the outbreak of the 
war of 1870, 

Тһе certificates issued were entirely simi 
lar to the Clearing House Certificates which 
performed such excellent service in this 
| country during our panic of 1907. These 

also were issued against underlying securi- 
ties. The Darlehnskassen-Scheine are being 
utilized in the same way as the United 
States Treasury issued its bank notes 
against the Clearing House Certificates, 

I will here quote the official statement 
made hy Dr. Karl Helfferich, Secretary of 
the Treasury, before the Reichstag, on 
December 15, 1915: ч 

"The total loans hy these institutions 
are 160000000 marks (8400000,000), as 
compared with more than 25000000000 
marks (5%250000,000) paid in subscriptions 
to the war loans.” 

This marvelous record by the German 
people has few parallels in financial history. 
The amazing financial strength of Germany 
is one of the bitterest disappointments ever 
experienced by Englishmen. In order to 
conceal their terror and chagrin, they cir- 
culate among themselves stories that the 
Darlehnskassen-Scheine are considered as 
gold, and that German financial institutions. 
are compelled to subscribe to the war loans, 
just as they deceived themselves with false 
‘at the Dardanelles, On the con- 
trary, it is England in her financial 
tremity, who has been forced to "mobi 
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her American securities; that is, she has 
compelled her trust companies and insur- 
ance companies to empty their vaults of 
their American securities and accept in ex- 
change the British Exchequer Bonds, which 
cannot be sold abroad owing to the collapse 
of British credit, 

I give these details in order that our 
readers may be enabled to set aright such 
of their pro-British friends who may be in- 
fluenced by the lying propaganda of a dis- 
credited and financially embarrassed nation, 


An advertisement of the firm of John 
Németh, No. 395 Broadway, gives a slight 
of the enormous sums which 
by Germans aud Hungarians in the 
United States to the old country. . This 
house has forwarded, since the beginning 
of the war, more than fifteen millions. It 
is assumed that in the course of the last 
year at least seventy to eighty millions of 
emigrants’ money were sent from these 
shores to the two Central Empires. 


„Е. De L., Buffalo, N. Y.—T would ad- 
vise you to get rid of your Canadian stocks. 
The bond issue is a bad investment. The 
news comes from Ottawa that Canada, 
owing to her increased war papas 
will face a deficit of $400,000, by the 
end of the year. This small, thinly popu- 
lated British colony, with only between 
$000,000 to 70000 people, is spending 
31700000 a day on England's war. Heavy 
taxation is being imposed, immigration has 
ceased and will not be resumed probably 
for many years, and the American farmers 
who entered Canada two years ago to take 
up farms, are now leaving for fear of con- 
scription. ў 

T. K. K., New York City—If you wish 
to take out a policy, and do not desire to 
patronize a pro-Ally company, I certainl 
advise you not to insure in the New Yor 
Life Insurance Company. The manage- 
ment of the company is rabidly pro-Eng- 
lish, Mr. Darwin P. Kingsley, President 
of the company, on November 18, 1915, at 
the Chamber of Commerce dinner, made a 
scurrilous attack on the Germans, referring 
tp, them ae “the Satanic brood which 

riven from heaven, apparently fell in 
Flinders and Poland" You pn better 
‘take out your policy in the Germania Life, 
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DEAR FRIENDS AND READERS: 


This magazine has met with unprecedented success because 
it has fearlessly and independently espoused purely American 
principles and fair play. 

We have gone ahead and achieved great things. We did 
not talk alot and do nothing. We were the first in the field 
and have developed a strong and loyal organization throughout 
the country. 


‘Because of our fearless, frank and fair policy our circulation 
has gone ahead rapidly. both in newsstand sales and in subscrip- 
tions. We are abreast of the times, invariably printing original 
contributions from expert writers. The sale of books and 
pamphlets also has been enormous. 


Our policy is Pro-American. It has been vindicated by the 
recent discussion in the Senate, where the principles for which 
we have contended from the very beginning have been espoused 
by the most able and patriotic members of that august body. 


THE FATHERLAND has long since become a permanent 
and necessary magazine. It will continue to be published long 
after the records of the war have become musty in the archives 
of history. 


For years to come those who desire to read the truth about 
Germany and the German Americans in the vernacular of the 
country, will have to turn to the pages of THE FATHERLAND. 


To broaden the scope of our work and to become an even aan 
greater institution we would welcome additional working capital. "p ggg a 
We would like to see everyone who is in favor of the continuation. 
and expansion of the work we have so successfully started, be- 
come a share holder in our growing concern. 


You can do so by subscribing to a few shares of the pre- 
ferred stock of The Fatherland Corporation. Its entire preferred 
capitalization consists of only five thousand shares (par $10.00) 
of 7% fully-paid and non-assessable stock. Аз the company has 
never issued any bonds, the preferred stock is a first lien on all 
the property and assets of the Corporation. We believe this to 
be an exceptional opportunity, Aside from the profitable incomein 
dividends the stockholders will be part owners of an organization 
which is playing an important part in moulding current opinion. 


Will you help us? With your hearty cooperation, as well as 
that of your friends, we сап accomplish even greater things than 
we have in the past. Send us your check for ten, twenty, fifty 
ог one hundred shares. If not convenient for you to subscribe 
to this amount, send us your check for five, three or two shares. 
Suit yourself about the amount. Make up your mind today. 
Act at once! Send us your check. Should you desire more de- 
tailed information we shall be glad to give it to you. 


Please use the special subscription blank printed to the 
right of this announcement. 


Anticipating your favors, we remain 


BUY ONE:OR: MORE TO DAY 
STERLING “1856 мисо 4108" 


Austro-German Association 
Room 722 | 
1123 Broadway, New York City. 


Kaiser's Geburtstag: | Festvorsel 
"Sins von Barnhelm чу ortelan 
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shares of the seven. 


Yours very truly, 
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1123 Broadway, New York City 
per share) and hand you herewith check in full payment of same. 


per cent, preferred, non-cumulative fully paid and non-asscssable 
stock of THE FATHERLAND CORPORATION at par ($10.00 


THE FATHERLAND CORPORATION 


I hereby subscribe іш... 
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THE FABLE OF JOHN 
BULL and UNCLE SAM 


By JEREMIAH А. O'LEARY 
National President of The American Truth Society 


The BIGGEST HIT SINCE THE WAR BEGAN 


ЕЕЕ ЕЕРЕЕ 
Its philosophy will make American friends who have 
you think seriously. Its forgotten their American 


petriotinn will inspire you. айту, 

Don't fail to bave a copy An exquisite mpeoimen of 
for your library. Every -the book-maker’s arall 
child should have а copy. hand lettered. 


ONE HUNDRED PAGES FIFTY 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN COLOR 

“The work is an unique production, finely do is rial The work de- 
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mos telling defense of themuch abased hyphenated Americans, сін worth $2.00 
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PRICE $1.10 POSTPAID 
THE FATHERLAND, 1193 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 


б/е Fatherland 
1916 War Map 


HIS new map of Europe shows each country ina 
separate color, with boundaries delineated as at 
the beginning of the Great War; even the small 
republics of Andorra and San Marino are shown 
in colors. АП railroads are shown, and in place names 
and topographie, features it is most complete. In addition 
to showing all of Europe, it shows the larger part of Asia 
Minor, with the completed and projected portions of the 
Bagdad Railroad and the countries bordering the Medi- 
terrancan Sca on the African side. With this map our 
readers can sce at a glance the relations of the Central 
Powers to the balance of Europe, and can follow the pres- 
peces t е developments of the 
waron land and sea. The scale of the map is 150 miles 
to one inch, and the size is 21x25 inches. It is printed Е 
іп several colors on bond paper, and is = — 
folded and enclosed m board cover, Price 50с SIDE 9312 INCHES 
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PLAY THE WAR GAME a 
SEE PAGE 437 Ес 
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